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AO; you, — oy ee Re dear e 

came from the bleſſed boſom of the Father; aſſumed 
fleſh ; brake, by the ſtrength of his own loye, through all 
diſcouragements and impediments ; laid down his own life a 
ranſom for your ſouls ; for, whom he. lived, died, roſe, aſ- 
cended, and lives for- ever in heaven to intercede. O that 
I might perſuade all of you, to live whally to Chriſt, as. 
Chriſt lived and died wholly for you. 

O Brethren, never was the heathen world acquainted. 
with ſuch arguments to deter them from ſin, never ac- 
quainted with ſuch motives to urge them to holineſs; as 1 
ſhall this day acquaint you with. My requeſt is, to give 
up both your hearts and lives, by the holineſs and hea- 
venlineſs of them, to glorify the Father, Son, and Spi- 
rit, whoſe you are, Other things are expected from you, 
than from other men. See that you turn not all this grace 
that hath ſounded in your ears, into wantonneſs. Think 
not becauſe Chriſt bath done ſo much for you, you may 
fit ill ;- much leis indulge yourſelves in fin, becauſe Chriſt, 
hath offered up ſuch an excellent ſacrifice for the expia- 
tion of it. No, no; though Chriſt came to be a curſe, he 
did not come to be a chat for your fins. - If one died, 
<« for all, then were all dead; that they that live, ſhould, 
not henceforth live to themſelves, but to him that died, 
“ for them, 2 Cor. v. 15. O keep your lives pure and 
clean. If you live in the Spirit, ſee that you walk in 
« the Spirit,” Gal. v. 25. Let us ſhape and order our 
lives and actions according to the dictates, inſtinct, and im- 
pulſes of the Spirit, and of that grace of the Spirit put 


within us, 2 planted in our hearts, which tendeth to 
A 2 Practical 


(2 

practical hotineſs; O let the grace which is in your hearts, 
iſſue out into all your religious, civil, and natural actions 

Let the faith that is in your hearts, appear in your prayers, 

The obedience of your hearts, in hearing. The meekneſs 

of your hearts, in ſuffering. The mercifulneſs of your 
hearts, in diſtributing. The truth and righteouſneſs* of 
Your hearts, in trading. The ſobriety a and nel of 
your hearts, in eating and drinking, 

Theſe be the fruits of Chriſt's ſufferings, and they; are ſweet 
fruits indeed. Wen grace thus refines, ennobles, and ele- 
vates all your: actions; then you may fay, Truly our con- 
*" verſation is in heaven.“ Let grace have the ordering 
of your tongues, and of your hands; the moulding of 
your whole converſation. Let not humility appear in ſome 
actions, and pride in others. Holy ſeriouſneſs in ſome 
companies, and vain frothineſs in others. Write as exact- 
ly as you can after your copy Chriſt. O let there not be 
here @ line, and there 4 blank, Here a toord, and there 4 
Blat. One word of God, and two of the world. "Now a 
foiritual rapture, and then a fleſh folie. This day @ fair 
Hride to heaven, and to-morrow a ſlide bath again towards 
hell. But © be you in the fear of the Lord all the day 
long.“ Let there be a due proportion betwixt all the 
parts df your converſation. Approve yourſelves the ſer- 
vants of Chriſt in all things. By purenefs, by know- 
ac ledge, by Jong ſuffering, by the Holy Ghoſt, by love 
«« unfeigned, by the word of truth, by the power of God, 
„ by the armour of righteouſneſs on the right hand and 
«on the left,” 2 Cor. vi. 6. See then how accurately 
you walk. Cut off occafion from them that defire oc- 
caſion; and in well doing commit yourſelves to God, and 
commend religion to the world, That this is your great 
concernment and duty, I ſhall evidence to your conſcience 
by theſe following conſiderations. That of all perſons in 
the world the redeemed of the Lord are moſt obliged to be 
holy. Moſt aſſiſted for a life of holineſs. And that God 


| intends 


. 


; (84 
intends. to make great uſe of their lives both for the con- 
ban and converſion of others. 
Conſideration. Firſt, God hath moſt obliged Sod to live 
pure and ſtri lives. I know the command obliges all men 


to it; even thoſe that caſt away the cords of the commands, 


and break Chriſt's bonds aſunder, are yet bound by them, 
and cannot plead a diſpenſation to live as they do. Vea, 
| and it is not unuſual for them to ſeel the obligations of the 
eommand upon their conſciences even when: their impe= 
tuous luſts hurry them on to the violation of them: but 
there are ſpecial ties upon your ſouls, that oblige you to 
holineſs of life mote than others. Many ſpeeial and pecu- 
iar engagements you are under. Firſt, from God. Se- 
gondly, from yourſelves. Thirdly, from . brethrea, 
Fourthly from your enemies. 
Firſt, God hath peculiarly obliged. you; to purity 2 
RriQneſs of lie. Yea, every perſon in the bleſſed Trinicy 
: hath caſt his cord of love oyer your ſouls, to bind up your 
hearts and lives to the. moſt ſtrict and preciſe obedience of 
his commands. The Father hath obliged you, and that not 


only by the common tie of creation, which is yet of great 
efficacy in itſelf; for is it reaſonable, that God ſhould cre-. 


ate and form ſo excellent a piece, and that it ſhould be 
employed againſt. him? That he ſhould plant the tree, and 


- another eat the fruit of it? But beſides this common en- 


gagement, he hath obliged you to holineſs of life. 
Firſt, By his wiſe and merciful deſigns and counſels 
for your recovery and ſalvation by Jeſus Chriſt.” It was he 
that laid the corner ſtone of your ſalvation with his own 
hands. The firſt motion ſprang out of his breaſt. If 
God had not deſigned the Redeemer: for you, the world 
had never ſeen him; he had never left that ſweet boſom - 
for you. It was the act of the Father to give you to the 
Son to be redeemed, and then to give the Son to be a Re- 
deemer to you. Both of them ſtupendous and aſtoniſhing . 
acts of grace. And in both God aQted as a moſt fre? 
agent. When he gave you to Chriſt before the beginning a 
of 


4 


1 
of it me, there was nothing out of himſelf that could in 
the leaſt move him to it. When the Father, Son, and 
Spirit ſat, as I may ſay, at the counſel table, contriwing 
and laying the defign for the ſalvation of a few out of many 
of Adam's degenerate off-ſpring, there was none came be- 
fore them to fpeak one word for thee ; but ſuch was the 
divine pleaſure to inſert thy name in that Catalogue of the 
ſaved. O how much oweſt thou to thy Lord for this k 
And what an engagement doth it leave * hy. ſoul to 
obey, pleaſe, and glorify him 2440112 + 

Secondly, By his bountiful 5 off . obe? 
dience, which have been wonderful. What ſervice didſt 
thou ever perform for him, for Which he hath not paid! 
thee a thouſand times more than it was worth? Didſt chow 
ever ſeek him diligently, and not find him a bountiful 
rewarder'? None ſeek him in vain, unleſt ſuch only as ſeek 
him vainly, Didſt thou ever give a cup of cold water in the 


nume of 2 diſciple, and not receive a diſciple's reward 7 


Matt. x. 42. Haſt thou not found inward peace and em- 
fort flowing into thy ſoul, upon every piece of fincere b 
dience ? O what à good maſter do ſaints ſerve } You” 
that are remiſs and unconſtant in your obedience, - you 
that are heartleſs and cold in duties, hear how your God 
expoſtulates with you, Have I been a wilderneſs to I. 
ce rael, or a land of darkneſs,” Jer. ii. 31. as much as to ſay, 
have I been a hard maſter to you? Have you any reaſon to 
complain of me ? To whomſoever I have been ſlrait han- 
ded, ſurely I have not been ſo to you. Are the fruits of 
ſin Ice the fruits of obedience ? Do you'know where to 

find a better maſter? Why then are you ſo ſhuffling and 

unconſtant, fo ſluggiſh and remiſs in my work? Surely 

God is not behind-hand with any of yon. May you not 

ſay, with David, This I had beeauſe I kept thy precepts?ꝰ 

Pl. cxix. 5b, There are fruits in holineſs, even preſent fruit, - 
It is a high favour to be employed for God. Reward 
enough that he will accept any thing thou doſt. But to re- 


turn every duty thou preſenteſt to him with fuch comforts, 
| | ſuch 


| E 

fuch quicknings, ſuch inward and outward blefings ints 
thy boſom, ſo that thou mayeſt open the treaſury of thine 
own. experjences, view the varieties of encouragements 


and love - tokens at ſeveral times received in duties; and ſay, 


This I had, and that I had, by waiting on God, and ſer 
ving him. O what an engagement is this upon thee to 


muſt not work for wages, yet God will not let thy work 


2 uprewardes, For © He is not unrighteous to forget 


« your work and labour of love.” 

' Thirdly, Your Father hath further obliged you to this 
holineſs aud purity of life, by ſignifying to you, as he hath 
frequently . done, the great delight and pleaſure he hath 

therein. He bath told you, that “ ſuch as are upright 
ein the way are his delight.” Prov. xi. 20. That he 
would not have you forget to do good and to commu- 
* nicate, for with ſuch facrifices he is well pleaſed.” 
| Heb. xiii. 16. You know you cannot walk worthy of 
the Lord to all pleaſing, except ye be fruitful ip every; 
< good word and work. Col. i. 10. And O what a bond 
is this upon you to live holy. lives | Can you-pleaſe youre, 
ſelves in diſpleaſing your Father? If you have the hearts 
of children in you, ſure you cannot. O you cannot 
grieve his Spirit by looſe and careleſs walking, but you 
muſt grieve your own ſpirits too-· How many times hath 
God pleaſed you, gratified and contented; you, and will. 
not you pleaſe and content him? This mercy'you have 


aſked of him, and he gave it : that mercy, and you were 


not denied. In many things the Lord hath wonderfully 
condeſcended to pleaſe you; and now there is but one 


thing that he deſires of you, and that moſt ten 
yea, beneficial for you, a8 well as pleaſing for him, On- 


« 1y let your converſation be as becometh the goſpel of 
« Jeſus Chriſt.” 1 Phil. 27. This is the one thing, the 
great and main thing he expects from you in this world,” 
and will not you do it? Can FRO he ſhould gratis: 
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£0 3. 
ſy your deſites, when you make no indre_of gfleving and 
diſpleaſing him? Well, if you know what will pleaſe 
God, and yet reſolve not to do it, but will rather 
pleaſe your fleſh, and gratify the devil, than him; pray 
pull off your vizards, fall into your own rat eng 17 
pocrites, and appear as indetd you are. 

Fourthly, The Father hath further blen you to ſtrict- 
neſs and purity of converſation, by his gracious” promi- 
ſes made to ſuch as ſo walk. He hath promiſed” to ds 
great things for you, if you will but do this'one thing for 
him. If you will order your cotwerſation aright.” Pfal. 
I. 23. He will be your ſun and ſhield, if you will walk 
e him and be upright. Gen. xv. 1. He will give 

« prace and glory, and no good thing will he with-holg' 
from him that wa'keth uprightly. Pal. Ixxxiv. 11. 
And he promiſes no more to you than he hath made good 
to others that have thus walked, and ſtands ready to 
perform to you alſo. If you look to enjoy the good of the 
promiſe, you are obliged by all your expectations and 
| hopes to order your lives purely and uprightly. © This hope 
will ſet you on work to purge your lives as well as your 
hearts from all pollutions. Having theſe promiſes, let 
sus cleanſe ourſelves from all filthineſs of fleſh and ſpirit, 
« perſecting holineſs in the fear of God.“ 2 Cor. vii. r. 

Fifthly, Yea, he hath yet more obliged you to ſtrict 
and holy lives by his confidence in you that you will thus 
walk, and pleaſe him. He expreſſeth himſelf in ſcripture 
as one that dare truſt you with his glory, knowing that 
you will be tender of it, and dare do no otherwiſe, If but 
a man repoſe confidence in yot and truſt you with his con- 
cerns, it greatly obliges you to be faithful. What an en- 
gagement was that upon Abraham to walk uprightly when 
God ſaid of him, I know him, that he will command 
« his children and his houſehold after him, and they ſhall. 
« keep the way of the Lord ?“ Gen. xviii. 19. that is, As 
for this wicked generation, whom I will ſpeedily conſume + 

. in 


5 8 


In my wtath, 2 know they regard not my laws, they ill. 


trample my commands under foot, they care not how 


they provoke me; but I expect othet things from Abraham, 


and I am confident he will not fail me. I know him, he 
is a man of another ſpirit ; and what I promiſe myſelf 
from him, he will make good. And to the like purpoſe 
is chat in Iſa. Ixiil. 78.“ I will mention the loving kind- 


'& neſs of the Lord, and the praiſes of the Lord; accord- | 


ww ing to all that the Lord hath beſtowed on us, and the 
0 great goodneſs towards the houſe of Iſrael, which he 
© hath beſtowed on them; according to his mercies, and 
et according to the multitude of his loving: kindneſſes. For 
44 he ſaid, Surely they are my people, children that will 
* hot lie, or fail me; ſo he was their Saviour.“ Here 
God to that people, verſe 7. and the Lord's confident 
expectations of ſuitable returns from them, verſe 8; I faid 
4. e. (ſpeaking after the manner of men in like caſes) I made 
full account that after all theſe endearments; and favours 
beſtowed upon them, they would not offer to be diſſoyal 
and falſe to me. I have made them ſure enough to my- 


Telf, by ſo many bonds of love. Like to Which is that ex- | 


preſſion, I ſaid ſurely thou wilt fear me, thou wilt receive 
* inſtruction.” Zeph. iii. 7. O how great are the expectations 
of God from ſuch as you. And fhall not all this engage 
you to God ? What ! neither the ancient and bountiful 
love of God; in contriving your redemption from eternity, 
nor the bounty of God in rewarding all and every piece of 
ſervice you have done for him? Nor yet the pleaſure he takes 
in your obedience and upright walking? Nor the encou- 
raging promiſes he hath made thereto; nor yet his confi- 
dent expectations of ſuch a life from you, whom he hath 
fo many ways obliged and endeared to himfelf ? Will you 


forget your ancient friend? Contemn his rewards, take 


tio delight or care to pleaſe him ? Slight his promiſes, and 
Yereive and fail his expectations? Be aſtoniſhed,” O ye 


B heavens, 
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[20] 
| heavens at this, and be horribly afraid! Conſider how 

God the Father hath faſtened this five-fold cord upon your 
ſouls, and ſhew yourſelves chriſtians ; yea, to uſe the pro- 
phet's words, ** Remember this, * ſhew yourſelves men.” 
Iſa. xlvi. 8. 

Secondly, You are * farther engaged to this preciſe 
and holy liſe, by what the Son hath done for you. Is not 
this pure and holy life the very aim and next end of his 
death? Did he not ſhed his blood to redeem you from 
your vain converſations? 1 Pet. i. 18. Was not this the 
deſign of all his ſufferings, that being delivered out of the 
hands of your enemies, you might ſerve him in righteouſ- 
neſs and holineſs all the days of your life? Luke i. 74, 75. 
And is not the apoſtle's inference, 2 Cor. v. 14, 15. highly 
reaſonable, © If one died for all, then were all dead; and 
e that he died for all, that they which live, ſhould not 
.<< henceforth live to themſelves, but to him that died for 
„ them?” Did Chriſt only buy your perſons and not your 
ſervices alſo ? No, no, whoever hath thy time, thy ſtrength, 
or any part of either; I can aſſure thee, chriſtian, that 
Chriſt hath paid for it, and thou giveſt away what is none 
of thine own to give. Every moment of thy time is his. 
Every talent, whether of grace or nature is his. And doſt 
thou deſraud him of his own ? O how liberal are you of 
your precious words and hours, as if Chriſt had never 
made a purchaſe of them! O think of this when thy life 
runs muddy and foul, When the fountain of corruption 
flows out at thy tongue in idle frothy diſcourſes; or at 
thy band, in ſinful unwarrantable actions; doth this be- 
come the redeemed of the Lord ? Did Chriſt come from the 
boſom of his Father for this ? Did he groan, ſweat, bleed, 
endure the croſs, and lay down his life for this? Was he 
ſo well pleaſed with all his ſorrows, and ſufferings, his 
pangs, and agonies, upon the account of that ſatisfaction 
the ſhould have in ſeeing the travail of his ſoul ? Iſa. liii. 11. 
as if he had ſaid, * Welcome death, welcome agonies, 
© welcome 


Pr 


cm) 
8 3 the bitter eup and heavy 3 I chearſully 
* ſubmit to all this. Theſe are travailing pangs indeed, 
but I ſhall ſee a beautiful birth at laſt. Theſe throws and 
_© agonies ſhall bring forth many lovely children to God. 


© I ſhall have joy in them, and glory from them to all 


eternity. This blood of mine, theſe ſufferings of mine, 
< ſhall purchaſe to me the perſons, duties, ſervices, and 


* obedience of many thouſands that will love me and honour 


me, ſerve me and obey me, with their fouls and bodies, 


© which are mine.” And doth not this engage you to look 


to your lives, and keep them pure? Is not every one of 


Chriſt's wounds a mouth open to plead for more holineſs; 
more ſervice, and more fruit from you ? O what will en- 


gage you if this will not? Bur, 

* Thirdly, This is not all. As a man, when he weigheth 
a thing, caſteth in weight after weight, till the ſcales are 
counterpoiſed ; ſo doth God caſt in engagement after en- 


gagement, and argument upon argument, till thy heart, 
ohriſtian, be weighed up and won to this heavenly life. 


And therefore, as Elihu ſaid to Job, chap. xxxvi. 22. 
Suffer me a little, and I will ſhew thee what I have yet 
to ſpeak on God's behalf.” Some arguments have al- 
ready been urged on the behalf of the Father and Son-for 
purity and cleanneſs of life; and next I have ſomething to 
plead on the behalf of the Spirit. I plead now on his be- 
half, who ſo many times helped you to plead ſor yourſelves 
with God. He who hath fo often refreſhed, quickened, and 


comforted you, he will be quenched, grieved, and diſpleaſed 
by an impure, looſe, and careleſs converſation z and what 
will you do then? Who ſhall comfort you when the Com- 
forter is departed from you, when he that ſhould relieve 
your ſouls is afar off? O « grieve not the Holy Spirit of 
„God, by which you are ſealed to the day of redemp- 
$-rion,” Eph. iv. 30. There is nothing grieves him more 


than impure practices. For he is a Holy Spirit. And 


Jook, as water damps and quenches the fire, ſo doth fin 
B 2 | quench 
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quench the Spirit, 1 Theſſ. v. 19. Will 1 the 
warm affections and burning deſires which he hatn kindled 
in your boſoms ? If. you do, it is a queſtion whether ever 


you may recover them again to your dying day. The 


Spirit hati a delicate ſenſe. It is the moſt tender thing in 
the whole world: he feels the leaſt touch of ſin, and is 
grieved when thy corruptions within ate ſtitred by tempta- 
tions, and break out to the defiling of thy life; then is the 
Holy Spirit of God as it were made ſad and heavy within 
thee. For thereby thou both reſiſteſt his motions, whereby 
in a way of loving conſtraint he would lead and guide thee 
in the way of thy duty; yea, thou not gnly reſiſteſt his 
motions, but croſſeſt his grand deſign, which is to purge 


and ſanctify thee wholly, and build thee up more and more 


to the perfection of holineſs. And when thou thus for- 
ſakeſt his conduct, and crofleſt his deſign in thy ſoul, then 
goth he-uſually withdraw, as a man that is grieved by the 
unkindneſs of his fend; He draws in the beams of hig 
evidencing and quickening grace; packs up. all his divine, 
cordials, and faith, as it were, to this unkind and diſingenu- 
ous ſou', © Haſt thou thus requited me for all the favours 
and kindnefles thou haft received from me? Have I- 
< quickened thee when thou waſt dead in tranſgreſſions? 
did I deſcend upo i thee in the preaching of the goſpel, 
and communicate life, even the life of God to thee, leay- 
© ing others in the ſtate of the dead? Hayg I ſhed forth 
* ſuch rich influences of grace and comfort upon thee z. 
* comforting thee in all thy troybies, helping thee in all 
thy duties, ſatisfying thee in all thy doubts and per- 
© plexities of ſoul, ſaving thee and pulling thee back from 


© ſo many deftruQive temptations and dangers? What 


© had been thy condition-if [ had not come unto. thee 2. 
Could the word have converted thee without me? Could 


+ miniſters? could angels have done that for thee which I 


« did? And when I had quickened thee, and made thee a, 
f living f BY what couldſt thou have done without my . 
3 citing 
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t -citing and aſſiſting grace? Couldſt thou go on in tie 
way of duty if IL had not Jed thee? How wouldſt thou 
* have waded through the deeps of ſpiritual troubles if L. 
© had not borne thee up? Whither had the temptations of 
<* '{ſatan and thine own corruptions, carried ther before this 
« day, if I had not ſtood thy friend, and come in for thy 
« .reſcue in the time of need ? Did I ever fail-thee in thy ex- 
© tremities? Did J ever leave thee in thy dangers? Have 
I not been tender over thee, and faithful to thee? And 
* now for which of all theſe kindneſſes doſt thou thus 
s wrong and abuſe me? Why haſt thou wounded me 
© thus by thy unkindneſs? Ah! thou haſt requited my 
£ love ill, and now thou ſhalt eat the fruit of thy doings. 
© Let thy light now be darkneſs. Thy ſongs turned into 
© howlings. The joy of thine heart, the light of thine eyes, 
the health of thy countenance, even the face of thy God, 
and the joy of ſalvation be hid from thee.” 

This is the fruit of careleſs and looſe walking. To this = 
ſad iſſue it will bring thee at laſt; and when it is come to 
this, thou ſhalt go to ordinances and duties, and find no 
good in them, no life quickening comfort there. When 
thy heart, which was wont to be enlarged, and flowing, 
ſhall be clung up and dry; when thou ſhalt kneel down 
before the Lord, and cry as Eliſha, when with the mantle 

of Elijah he ſmote the water, Where is the Lord God of 
sc. Elijah?“ So thou, Where is the God of prayer? where 
is the God of duties? But there is no anſwer. When, 
like Sampſon, thou ſhalt go forth and ſhake thyſelf as at 
other times, but thy 1 is gone; then tell me, what 
thou haſt done in reſiſting, quenching, and grieving tie 
Holy Spirit of God by impure and offenſiue practices? And 
thus you ſee what engagements lie upon you from the 
Spirit alſo, to walk uprightly and keep the iſſues of liſe 
pure. Thus God hath * you to ee and 


V * | | 
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Secondly, You are under great engagements to keep 
your lives pure, even from yourſelves as well as from your 


God. As God hath bound you to purity of converſation, | 
id have you bound yourſelves. And there are ſeveral things 


in you, and done by you, which wonderfully increaſe and 
ſtrengthen your obligations to practical holineſs. 

Firſt, Your clearer illumination is a ſtrong bond upon 
your ſoul. Ye were ſometimes darkneſs, but now ye are 
slight in the Lord; walk as children of the light,” Eph. 
v. 8. You cannot proteind or plead ignorance of your 


duty. You ſtand convinced in your conſciences before 


God, that this is your unqueſtionable duty, Chriſtians, 
will you not all yield to this? I know you readily yield 
to it. We live indeed in a contentious difputing age. In 
other things our opinions are different, One chriſtian is 
of this judgement, another of that; but doth he deſerve 
the name of a chriſtian that dare once queſtion this truth ? 
In this we all meet and cloſe in oneneſs of mind and judge- 
ment, That it is our indiſputable duty to live pure, ſtrict, 


and clean lives. The grace of God which hath appeared 


to you hath taught you this truth clearly and. convincing= 


ly, 2 Tit. xi. 12. You have received how you ought. 


< to walk and to pleaſe God,” 1 Theſſ. iv. 1. Well, 
then, this being yielded, the inference is plan and undeni- 


1 


able, that you cannot walk as others, in the vanity of 


their minds; but you muſt offer violence to your own light. 


You cannot ſuffer the corruptions of your hearts to break 
forth into practice, but you muſt flight, and put by the 
notices and rebukes of your own conſciences, He that 


4 knoweth to do good, and doth it not, to him it is fin,” 
James iv. 7. Yea fin with a witneſs. Aggravated fin. Sin 
of a deeper tincture than of the ignorant heathens. Sin 
that ſadly waſtes and violates conſcience. Certainly, who- 


ever hath, you have no cloak for your ſin. Light and 
luſt ſtruggling together, great light and ſtrong luſts, theſe 


make the ſoul a troubled ſea that cannot reſt. O but 
. when 


io . 
when maſterly luſts overbear conſcience, this impreſſes 
horror upon the ſoul. This broke David's heart, Thou 
« haſt put knowledge in my inner parts,” Pſalm li. 6. as if 
he had ſaid, Ah, Lord! I went againſt the rebukes of con- 
ſcience to the commiſſion of this ſin. I had a watchful 
light ſet up within me. I knew it was ſin. My light en- 
deavoured lovingly to reſtrain me, and I thruſt it aſide. 
Beſides, what pleaſure in fin can you haye? Indeed ſuch 
as for.want of light know not what they do, or ſuch whoſe 
conſciences are ſeared and paſt feeling, they may ſeek a 
little pleaſure (ſuch as it is) in fin; but what content 
or pleafure can you have, ſo long as your light is ever 
breaking i in upon you, and ſmiting you for what you da? 
This greatly increaſes your obligation to a preciſe and 
holy life. Again, 

Secondly, You are profeſſors of holineſs. 'You have 
given in your names to Chriſt to be his diſciplegz and by 
this your engagement to a life of holineſs are yet further 
ſtrengthened, Let every one that nameth the name of 
c“ Chriſt depart from iniquity,” 2 Tim. ii. 19. The 
name of Chriſt is called upon you,and it is a worthy name, 
James ii. 7. It is called upon you as the name of the huſ- 
band is called upon his wife, Let thy name be called 
«© upon us,” Iſa. iv. 1. Or as the name of a Father is 
called upon his child. Let my name be called on them, 
« and the name of my fathers,” Gen. xlviii. 16. Well, 
then, you bear the name of Chriſt as his ſpouſes or chil- 
dren; and will you not live ſuitable to your name? Every 
place and relation, every title of honour and dignity hath 

its decorum and becomingneſs. O how will that worthy 
name of Chriſt be blaſphemed through you, if yon adorn 
it not with becoming deportments ? better you had never 
profeſt any thing, than to ſet yourſelves by your profeſſion 
in the eye and obſervation of the world; and then to pour 
contempt on Jeſus Chriſt, by your ſcandalous converſa- 
tions, before the men of the world, whq will laugh at it. 

I remember | 


K 

Ttemember it was a memento given to one of his nariſe by 
"Alexander, Recordare nominis Alexandri, Remember, 
fſaid he, thy name Alexander, arid do nothing unworthy 
of that fame,” O that is a heavy charge, b hrough 
4. you is the name of God blaſphemed among the heathens,” 

"Rom, ii, 24. Unhappy man, that ever thou ſhouldſt bis z 
reproach to Chriſt ! The herd of wicked men, they may 
fin and ſi again; drink, ſwear, and tumble in all unclean- 
neſs, and it paſſes away filently ; the world takes little no- 
*tice of it, Their wicked actions make bur little noiſe in 
the world; but the miſcarriages of profeſſors are like a blaz- 


ing comet, or an eclipſed fun; which all men gaze at and 


make their obſervations upon. O then, what manner of 
perſons oüght you to be, who bear the worthy name of 
Chriſt upon you! 

, Thirdly, But mor chan this, you * obliged un 
to this life of holineis by your owh prayers. Huw many 
times have you lifted up your hands to heaven, and cryed 
with David O that my ways were directed to keep thy 
i ſtatutes: Order ty ſteps in thy word; and let no iniquity 
« have dominion over me?” Pf. exix. 5. and 133. Were you 
in earneſt with God when you thus prayed ? Did you mean 
as you ſaid? or did you only compliment with God? If 
your hearts and tongues agreed in this tequeſt, doubtleſs it is 
as much your duty to endeavour, as to deſire thoſe mercies; 
and if not, yet do all thoſe prayers ſtand on recotd before 
the Lord, and will be produced againſt you as witneſſes to 
condemn you, for your hypocriſy and vanity. How often 
allo have you in your prayers lamented and bewailed-your 
careleſs and uneven walkings? Vou have ſaid with Ezra, 
chap ix. 6. O my God I am aſhamed, and even bluſh to 
look up unto thee.“ And do not your confeſſions oblige 
you to greater circumſpection and care, for time to come? 
Will you confeſs, and ſin? and ſin, and confeſs? go to 
God and bewail your evils, and when you have bewailed 


chem, return again to the commiſſion of them? God forbid 


you 
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Fourthly, and laſtly, to add no more, you . Ys re- 


proved or cenſured” others for their miſcarriages and falls, | 
-which adds to your own obligation, to walk: accurately and 


evenly. Have you not often reproved your erring brethren? 
or at leaſt privately cenſured them, if not duly reproved them, 
(ſor to theſe leſt- handed blows of ſecret cenſurings we are 
more apt, than to the fair-apd open ſtrokes of juſt and due 


 Teproofs) and will you practiſe the ſame things you cri- 


minate and cenſure others for ? Thou that teacheſt ano- 
4 ther, (ſaith the apoſtle) teacheſt thou not thyſelf?” Rom. 
ii, 21. So ſay 1, thou that cenſuteſt or rebukeſt another, 
condemneſt thou not thyſelf ? Will your rebukes ever do 
good to others, whilſt you allow in yourſelves what you 
condemn in them? And as theſe reprovfs and cenſutes can 
do them no good, ſo they do you much evil, by reaſon of 
them you. are ſelt· condemned perſons; and out of your own 
mouths God will judge you, For you need no other wit- 
neſs than yourſelves i in this caſe. Your oben tongues will 
fall upon you. Vour cenſures and reproofs of others will 
leave you without; plea or apology, if you look not to your 
lives with greater care. And yet will you be careleſs ill ? 


Fear you not the diſpleaſure of God, nor the wounding and . 
_ diſquieting your own conſciences ? Surely theſe things are of 


no light value with you, if you be chriſtians indeed. 
Thirdly, you are yet farther engaged to practical holineſs 
upon the account of your brethren, who are not a little 
concerned, and intereſted therein. For if through the neg- 
let of your hearts. your lives be defiled and polluted, this 
will be thrown in. their faces, and many innocent and upright 
ones both reproached and grieved upon your account. This 
miſchievous effect holy David earneſtly deprecated, Pſ. lxix. 
5, 6. O God, thou knoweſt my fooliſhneſs, and my ſins 


« are not kid from thee; let not them that wait on thee, O0 


« Lord God of hoſts, be aſhamed for my ſake.” Let not 
6 them that ſeek thee, be confounded for my fake, O God 
6 of Iracl,” Lord, thou knoweſt what a weak and fooliſh 
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creature I am, and how apt to miſcarry, if left to myſelf; 

and ſhould I through my fooliſhneſs, aft unbecoming a 
faint, how would this ſhame the faces, and ſad the hearts 
ol thy people? They will be as men confounded at the re- 
port of my fall, The fall of ane chriſtian is matter of 
trouble: and ſhame to all the reſt, And when they ſhall 
hear the ſad and unwelcome news of your ſcandalous miſ- 


carriages (which will certainly be the effect of a neglected 


heart and life) they wilt ſay as David concerning Saul and 


Jonathan; Tell it not in Gath, publiſh it not in the ſtreets 


« of Aſkelon, &c.” Or as Tamar concerning Ammon, and 


« we, whither hall we eauſe our ſname to go?” And for them, 
| they ſhall be as the fools in Iſtael. Thy looſe and carelefs life 3 
will cauſe them to eſtrange themſelves from thee, and look 
fhy upon thee, as being aſhamed to own thee; and canſt thou 


bear that? Will it not grieve and pierce your very hearts to 
ſee a cloud of ſtrang eneſs and trouble over the countenances 
of your brethren? To ſee yourſelves difowned and lightly, 


e ſleemed by them ? This very conſideration ſtruck a great 
favourite in the Perſian court to the very heart; who having 


been governor to Sapores in his minority, thro fear denied 


the Chriſtian faith, and complied with the idolatrous wor- H 


ſhip of the king: and one day (faith the kiſtorian) ſitting 
at the court - gate, he ſaw Simon the aged archbiſhop of Se- 
lucia, drawing along to priſon for his conſtancy in the chriſ- 
tian faith; and though he durſt not openly own the faith he 
had baſely denied, and confeſs himſelf a chriſtian, yet he 
could not ehuſe but riſe, and expreſs his reverence to this 


holy wan, in a teſpectful and honourable ſalutation; but p 
the zealous good man frowned upon him, and turned away 


bis face from him, as thinking ſuch an apoſtate un- 


| worthy of the leaſt reſpect from him: this preſently firuck 
Dſtazanes to the heart, and drew from him many tears and _ 


groans; and thus he reaſoned with himſelf, Simon will not _ 
own me, and can I think but that God will diſclaim me, + 
when I appear before hiv tribunal ? Simon will not ſpeak . 


\ 
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. * not lo much as look upon i and can 1 look. : 
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£4 fo * as 2 good word or look from Jeſus Chris, 
_ whom] have ſo ſbamefully betrayed and denied? Hereupon 


he threw off his rich courtly robes, and put on mourning 
apparel, and profeſſed himſelf a chriſtian, and died a martyr. 
O iris a piercing thing to an honeſt. heart, to be caſt out uf 
the favour of God's peaple., If you walk looſely, neither 
God nor his people will look kindly upon you. 0 


F ourthly, and laſtly, your very enemies engage you to 


this pure and holy life upon a double grou Vou are 
obliged by them two ways, namely, as they are our bold 
cenſurers and your watchful obſervers, They 
as hypocrites, and will you give them ground and 


for ſuch a charge? They ſay, only your tongues. are more 


holy than other mens, and ſhall they prove it from your 
practice? They alſo obſerve you diligently. Lie at catch, 


and miſcarriages, is not only that deep rooted enmity betwixt 


the two ſeeds, but becauſe all your e and evils are 
fo many abſolutions to their conſciences, and juſtifications . 
(as they think) of their ways and practices. For look, as 
your ſtrictneſs and holineſs doth as it were caſt and condemn 
them, as Noab, Heb. xi. 7. by his practice, condemned the 
world, their conſciences fly in their faces, when they ſee your 


holy and pure converſations, It lays a damp upon them. It 


works upon their conſciences, and cauſes many ſmart re- 
flections. So when you fall, you as it were abſolve their con- 
ſciences, looſe the bonds of conviction you had made faſt _ 


and are highly gratified by your miſcarriages. If your lives 
be looſe and defiled, you will not only be a ſhame to your 
friends, but the ſong of your enemies. You will make mirth > 
in hell, and gratify all the enemies of God, This is 
| what they watch for, They are curious obſervers of your - 

goings, And that which makes them triumph at your falls 


* 


upon them, and now there i is matter of joy put before . 


them. 


any thing for their own ends; it is not conſcience, as we once 
WY | "OI 


O, ſay they, whatever theſe men talk, we ſee they are ö : 
no better than we. They can do as we do. They can 
cozen and cheat for advantage. They can comply with 5 
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thought, but mere ſtomach, and humour, that made them ſo 
preciſe. And O what a fad thing is this ! Hereby you as it 


were ſhed ſoul-blood: You faſten the bonds of death upontheir 


fouls. You kill thoſe convictions, which' forany thing you 


know might have made way to their converſion. When you 
fall, you may riſe again ; but they may fall at your example, 
and never riſe more: Never have a good opinion of the 
ways of God, or of his people any more. Upon this con- 
ſideration David begs of God, Pſal. v. 8. „Lead me, O 
Lord, in thy righteouſneſs, becauſe of my enemies, or 
as the Hebrew my obſervers) ,-make thy way ſtraight be- 
fore my face.” And thus you ſee how your very 


enemies oblige you to this holy and pure converſation alſo. 


Now put all this together, and ee to what theſe par- 
ticulars will amount. You have heard how God the Fa- 
ther hath engaged you to this pure converſation by his 
deſignment of your ſalvation, Rewarding your obedience. . 
His pleaſure in it. His promiſes to it. And his great con- 
Kdence in you, that you will thus walk before him. The 
Lord Jeſus hath alſo engaged you thereunto, by his death 
and ſufferings, whereby you were redeemed from your vain 
converſations. The Spirit hath engaged you by telling you 


_ plainly how much you will grieve, and wrong him, reſiſt 


and quench him, if you de not keep yourſelves pure. Yea, | 
you are obliged further by yourſelves ; your clear illumination, 


your high profeſſion, your many prayers and confeſſions, 


your many cenſures and reprehenſions of others, do all 


ſtrengthen your obligation to holineſs. Yea, you are ob- 


liged further to this holy life, by the ſhame, grief, and j 


trouble your loofe walking will bring upon your friends. 
And the mirth it will make for, and miſchief it will do to 


your enemies; who will fall and break their necks, where 


it may be you only ſtumbled and broke your ſhins. They 
are juſtified, and abſolved (as before you heard) by your 
miſcarriages. And now what think you of all this? 


Are you obliged, or not, to this purity of life? Are all 


theſe bonds tied with ſuch flip-knots that you can get 


looſe, and free yourlelves at pleafure from them? If all theſe _ 
| things 
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things are of no ſoree with you, if none of theſe bonds can 
hold you; may it not be queſtioned (notwithſtanding your 
profeſſion) whether any ſpiritual principle, any fear of God, 
or love to Chriſt, be in your ſouls or no? O you could not 
play faſt and looſe with God; if ſo, you could not as 
Sampſon ſnap theſe bonds aſunder at your pleaſure. 

- , 2dly, As you are more obliged to keep the iſſues of 
life pure than othets are, ſo God hath given you 
greater aſſiſtances and advantages for it, than others 
have. God hath not been wanting to any in helps and 
means. Even the heathen, who are without the goſ-. 
pel, will yet be ſpeechleſs and inexcuſable before God. 
But how much more will you be ſo ; who, beſides their 
light of nature, and the general light. of the goſpel, have, 
firſt, ſuch a principle put within you; ſecondly, ſuch 
patterns ſet before you; thirdly, ſuch an aſſiſtant ready to 

| helpyou; fourthly, ſo many rods at your backs to quicken 
you, and prevent your wandering ; if, notwithſtanding all 
teſe helps, your life be ſtill unholy ? | 
Firſt, ſhall men of ſuch principles walk as others do? 
Shall we lament for you as David once did for Saul, ſaying, 
There the ſhield of the mighty was vilely caſt away, the 
ſhield of Saul; as though he had not been anointed with oy! ?” 
There the honour of a chriſtian was vilely caft away, as 
though he had not been anointed with the Spirit? Vo 
* have received an unction from the holy one, which teach- 
eth you all things,” 1 John, ii. 20. Another ſpirit; far a- 
above that which i is in other men, 1 Cor. 1i. 12. And as this , 
Spirit which is in you is fitted for this life of holineſs, * for 
« ye are his workmanſhip created in Chrift Jeſus to good 
« works,” Epheſ. ii. ro. So this holy Spifit, or principle 
infuſed into your ſouls, hath ſuch a natural tendency to this 
holy life; that if you live not purely and ſtrictly, you muſt 
offer violence to your own principles and new nature. A two- 
fold help, this principle affords you for a life of holineſs. 
Firſt, It pulls you back from fin, as in Joſeph ; © How can 
« I do this great wickedneſs and fin againſt God” And it 
alſo incliges you powerfully to ee It is a curb to 
| hy 
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Poa and'a ſpur to holineſs. It is tnpatitle for A others” , 


to live ſpiritually and heavenly, becauſe they have no new 
nature to incline them thereunto. And methinks it ſhould © 
be hard for you to live carnally, and ſenſually ; and therein 
eroſs the very bent and tendency of the new creature, which 
is formed in you. How can you neglect prayer, as others 
do while the Spirit by divine pulſations is awaking and 
rouſing up your fluggiſh bearts with ſuch inward. motions _ 
and whiſpers as that, Pſal. xxvii. 8, << Seek my face ?” Tek; 


1 


while you feel (during your omiſſions of duty) ſomething | 


within that bemoans itſelf, and as ,it were cries for food, 
pains and gripes you, like an empty ſtomach, and will not. 


*4 


let you be quiet till it be relieved. How can you let out 1 


your hearts to the world as other men do; when all that 


while your ſpirit is reſtleſs, and akes like a bone out of joint? 
And you can never be at eaſe till you come back to God, 


and ſay, as Pſalm cxvi. Return to thy reſt, O my foul.” _ 


{'Y 
* 


Is it not hard, yea, naturally impoſſible to fix a ſtone and 
make it abide in the fluid air? Doth not every creature in 


a reſtleſs motion tend to its proper centre, and deſire its own 


perfection? So doth this new creature alſo. You, ſee how 
the rivers in their courſe will not be checked, but bear down 
all obſtacles in their way. A ſtop doth but make them rage 


the more, and run the ſwifter afterwards, 


There is a central force in theſe natural motions which 
cannot be ſtopt. And the like may you obſerve i in the ma- 
tions of a renewed ſoul, John iv. 14. It ſhall be in him as 
« a well of water ſpringing, up. P And is it not bard for 


you to keep it down, or turn its courſe ?. How bard did 


Jeremy and David find that work! If you do not live holy . 


a 


lives, you mult croſs your own new nature, and violate the _ 
law that is written in your own hearts, and engraven upon 


your own bowels, Till you were converted, the fleſh, was | 


predominant, and therefore it was impoſſible for you to live 


any other than a fleſhly life ; for every thing. will act ac- 
cording to its predominant principle. Should you, not there= 


fore live a ſpiritual life? Shauld not the law of God wiit- 
en in your hearts, be legible in your lives? O mould not 


. your 
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your lives be according to the tendency of your hearts? 
Doubtleſs, this is no ſmall I to 1 hos 
lineſs. But, . 

Secondly, Beſides this ee > wk you 9 no un 
aſiſtance for the purity. of life by theſe excellent patterns 
before you. The: path of holineſs is no untrodden path to 
you. Chriſt and his ſervants, bave beaten it before you. - 
The life of Chriſt is your copy, and itt is a fair copy indeed, 

without a blot. O what an advantage is this to draw all 
the lines of your actions according to his example! This 
glorious grand example is often preſt upon you for imi-- 
tation, Heb. xii, 2. ( Looking to Jeſus,” he hath left «you 
< an example that ye ſhould tread in his ſteps, 1 Pet. ii. 21. 
His life is a living rule to his people, and beſides Chriſt's 
example (for you may fay, Who can live as Chrift did? 
His example: is quite above us] you have a cloud of wit- 

neſſes. A cloud for its directive uſe; and theſe men of like 
paſſions, temptations, and conſtitutions with you, Wh 
kave gone before you in exemplary holineſs. The Holy 
Ghoſt (intending therein, your ſpecial help and advantage, ) 
| hath ſet many induftriqus pens to write the lives of the 
ſaints, and preſerve. for yout uſe their holy ſayings, and 
heavenly actions. He ' bids you “ take them for an ex- 
« ample,” James v. 10. O what excellent men are paſt on 
before you! What renowned worthies have led the way !* 
Men whoſe converſations were in heaven, whilft they taber-- 
nacled on earth, "Whilſt this lower world had their bodies, 
the world above had their hearts; their affections, their 
actions, their deſigns were all for heaven. Men that improv- 
ed troubles, and comforts; loſſes, and gains; ſmiles, and 
frowns; and all for heaven. Men that did extract heaven 
out of ſpirituals, out of temporals, out of all things; their 
hearts were full of heavenly meditations, their mouths of 
heavenly communications, and their practices of [heavenly 
inclinations. O what ſingular help is this! Where de 
followed Chriſt, and kept the way, they are propounded 
for your imitation; and where any of them turned aſide, you 
have a mark ſet upon that action, for your caution and 
/ prevention, Doth any fg or unuſual trial befal you, 
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in Which you ate ready to lay, © with the a. 1 j. 12. ; 
„ Was there ever any forrow like unto my Wit 1 Here | 


you may ſee the ſame affliction accompliſhed in your 
brethren,” 1 Pet. v. 9. Here is ſtore of good company to 
encourage you. Doth the World and Devil endeavour to 
turn you from your duty, by loading it with ſhameful ſcoffs 
or ſufferings? In this caſe you may look to Jeſus, who de- 
ſpiſed the ſhame; and to your brethren, who counted it 
their honour to be diſhonoured for the name of Chriſt, as the 
| original of the text, Acts v. 41. may be tranſlated. Is it 
a a diſhonour to thee to be ranked with Abraham, Moſes, 
David, and ſuch as were the glory of the ages they lived in? 
Art thou at any time under a faint fit of diſcouragement, 
and ready to deſpond under any burden? O how mayeſt 
thou be animated by ſuch examples, when ſuch a qualm 
comes over thy heart? Some ſparks of their holy courage 
cannot chuſe but ſteal into thy breaſt, whilſt thou conſidereſt 
them. In them God hath ſet before thee the poſſibility of 
_ overcoming all difficulties ; thou ſeeſt men of the fame mould, 

who had the ſame trials, diſcouragements, and fears that 
thou now haſt, and yet overcame all. How is thy unbelief 
checked when thou ſayeſt, O I ſhall never reach the end, 1 


ſhall one day utterly periſn? Why doſt thou ſay ſo? Why | 


may not ſuch a poor creature as thou art be carried through 
as well as they? Had not they the ſame temptations and 


' corruptions with you? Were not they all troubled with To 
naughty heart, an enſnaring world, a buſy devil, as well 
as you? Alas! when they put on the divine, they did not 
put off the human nature, but complained and feared ax, 


you do, and yet were carried through all. 


O what an advantage have you this way They that 6 
firſt truſted in Chriſt had not ſuch an help as you. You 
ſtand upon their ſhoulders. You have the benefit of their 
experiences. You that are fallen into the laſt times, have cer- 
tainly the beſt helps to holineſs. And yet will not you 
live ſtrigly and purely? Will you put on the name and 
profeſſion of chriſtians, and yet be lofty in your ſpirits, 


earthly in your nen neglective of duty; frothy in your 


communions * 
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Lommunions? Pray, from which of all the ſaints aid: you 
learn to be proud? Did you learn that from Chriſt, or any 
of his? From which of his ſaints did you learn to be earthly 
and covetous, paſſionate or cenſorious, over-reaching and 
crafty? If you have read of any ſuch evils committed by 
them, have you not alſo read of their ſhame and ſorrow, 
their repentance and reformations ? If you have found any 
ſuch blots in their lives, it was left there deſignedly 
to prevent the like in yours. O what an help to holineſs 
is this! 

Thirdly, And this is not all. You have not only a prin= 
ciple within you, and a pattern before you, but you have 
alſo an omnipotent aſſiſtant to help and encourage you 
throughout your way. Are you feeble and infirm? and i is 
every temptation, even the weakeſt, ſtrong enough to turn 
you out of the way of your duty ? Lo, God hath ſent his 
ſpirit to help your infirmities, Rom. viii. 26. no matter then 
how weak you are, how many and mighty your difficulties 
and temptations are, as long as you have ſuch an aſſiſtant to 
| help you. Great is your . for a holy liſe, this 
way alſo. For, : 

Firſt, when a temptation to FA preſſes fore upon you, 
he pleads with your con ſciences within, whilſt ſatan is temp- 
ting without. How often hath he brought ſuch ſcriptures 
to your remembrahce, in the very nick of opportunity, as 
have ſaved: you out of the temptation ? If you attend his 
voice, you may hear ſuch a voice within you as that, 
Jer. xliv. 4. O do not this abominable thing. which 
«T hate.” What mighty ſtrivings were there in the heart, 
of Spira, as himſelf relates ? He heard as it were a voice 
within him, ſaying, Do not write, Spira, do not write, To 
this purpoſe is that promiſe, Iſa. xxx. 20, 21. ** Thine 
« eyes ſhall behold thy teachers, and thine ears ſhall hear 
ea word behind thee, ſaying, this is the way, walk ye in, 
60 it; when ye turn to the right hand, and when ye turn 
40 to the left.” Here you have a twofold help to holineſs, 
the outward teaching of the word, ver. 20, and the inward 

| teachings . 
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teachings of the Spirit, ver. 21. He ſhall ſay, This is the way, | 


when ye are turning aſide to the right. hand of to the left. 
Alluding to a ſhepherd, who driving his ſheep before * 
whiſtles them in when he ſees them ready to ſtray. 


Secondly, When ye walk holily and cleſely with God in 


your duties, the Spirit encourages you to go on, by thoſe in- 


| ward comforts, ſealings, and joys you have from him at 
- ſuch times, How often hath he entertained your ſouls in, 
public ordinances, in private duties, with his hidden 
manna, with marrow and fatneſs, with incomparable and 
unſpeakable comforts, and all this to ſtrengthen you in your 
way) and encourage you to hold on ? 


Thirdly, When you are indiſpoſed for duties, and find your 


hearts empty and dry, he is ready to fill them, quicken 
and raiſe them ; ſo that oftentimes the beginnings and end 
of your prayers, 8 or meditations are as vaſtly different, 
as if one man had begun and another ended the duty. O 
then what afliſtances for a holy life have you? Others in- 
deed are bound to reſiſt temptations as well as you; but 


alas, having no ſpecial aſſiſtance from the Spirit, what can 


they do? It may be they reaſon with the temptation a little 
while, and in their own ſtrength reſolve againſt it; but how 
eaſy a conqueſt doth ſatan make, where no greater op- 
poſition is made to him than this? Others are bound to 
hear, meditate, and pray as well as you; elſe the neglect : 
of theſe duties would not be their fin : but alas, what 
pitiful work do they make of it! Being left to the hard- 
neſs and'vanity of their own hearts; when you ſpread your 
ſails you have a gale; but they lie wind- bound, heart- bound, 
and can do nothing ſpiritually in a way of duty, 
PFourthly, and laſtly, to mention no more, you have 2 
further advantage to this holy life, by all the rods of God 
that are at any time upon you. I might ſhew you in 
many particulars the advantages this way alſo, but I, 


hall only preſent theſe three to your obſervation at this 
time. 


Firſt, ; 


1 


Firth, By theſe you are clogged, to prevent your ſtraying 
and wandering. Others may wander even as far as hell, 
and God will not ſpend a ſanctified rod upon them to re- 
duce or ſtop them; but ſaith Let them alone, Hol. iv. 
17. But if you adde out of the way of holineſs, he will 
clog you with one trouble or another to keep you within 
bounds, 2 Cor. xii. 7. Leſt I ſhould be lifted up, a thorn 
<< in the fleſh, a meſſenger of ſatan was ſent to buffet me,” 
So David, Pfalm cxix, 67. © Before I was afflifted, I went 
« aſtray; but now I have kept thy word.” Afflictions 
are uſed by God, as thorns by huſbandmen to ſtop the 
gaps, and keep you from breaking out of God's way, Hol; 
ji. 6. „1 will hedge up her way with thorns, and build a 
wall thay ſhe ſhall not find her paths.” A double allu- 
ſion. Firſt, to cattle that are apt to ſtray: I will hedge 
- up thy way with thorns. Secondly, to the ſea which is apt 
to over flow the country: I will build a wall to prevent 
inundations. Holy Baſil was a long time ſorely afflicted 
with an inveterate head-ach, he often prayed for the re- 
moval of it; at laſt God removed it, but in the room of it 
he was ſorely exerciſed with the motions and temptations 
of luſt ; which when he perceived, he heartily deſired his 
head-ach again, to prevent a worſe evil. You little know 
the ends and uſes of many of your afflictions. Are you ex- 
erciſed with bodily weakneſſes, it is a mercy you are fo 
and if theſe pains and infirmities were removed, theſe clogs 
takenoff, you may, with Baſil, wiſh for them again to pre- 
vent worſe evils. Are you poor? why, with that poverty 
God hath clogged your pride. Are you reproached ? with 
thoſe reproaches God hath clogged your ambition. Cor- 
ruptions are prevented by your afflictions. And is not this a 
marvellous help to holineſs of life? | 
Secondly, by your afflictions your corruptions are not 
only clogged, but purged. By theſe God dries up and con- 
ſumes that ſpring of ſin that defiles your lives, Iſa. xxvii. . 
« By this therefore ſhall the iniquity of Jacob be purged ; 
* and this is all the fruit to take away fin,” God orders 

WS your 


„„ i 
your wants to kill your wantonneſs. And makes your 
poverty poiſon to your pride, They are God's phyſic to 
purge ill humours out of your fouls, When they fall 
by the ſword, and by famine, and by captivity, and by 
ſpoil, it is to try them and to purge them, and to make 
them white. Dan. xi. 33—35. They are both purges and 
lavatories to your ſouls. Others have the ſame afflictions that 
you have, but they do not work on them ag on you; they are 
to you as fire for purging, and water for eleanſing; and yet 
ſhall not your lives be clean? It is true (as one well obſerves 
upon that place of Daniel) Chriſt is the only lavatory, 
and his blood the only fountain to waſh away fin. But in 
the virtue and efficacy of that blood, ſanctiſied afflictions are 
deanfers and purgers too. . | | 
A croſs without a Chriſt never made any man better; 
but with Chriſt, ſaints are much the better for the crois. 
Hath God as it were laid you out ſo many days and nights 
a whitening ; and yet is not the hue of your converſation 
altered? Hath he put you ſo many times into the furnace, 
and yet is not your droſs ſeparated ? The more afflictions 
you have been under, the more aſſiſtances you have had for 
this life of holineſs. 
* Thirdly, by all your troubles God hath been weaning 
you from the world, the luſts, loves, and pleaſures of it; 
and drawing out your ſouls to a more excellent life and 
ſtate than this. He makes your ſorrows in this liſe, give a 
luſtre to the glory of the next. Whoever hath, be ſure 
you ſhall have no reſt here; and all that you may long 
more ardently for that to come. He often makes you ** groa 
&« being burdened, to be cloathed with your houſe ſrom hea- 
ven,“ 1 Cor. v. 4. And yet will you not be weaned from the 
luſts, cuſtoms, and evils of it? O what manner of per- 
ſons ſhould you be for heavenly and holy converſations? 
You ſtand upon the higher ground. You have as it we 
the wind and tide with you. None are aſſiſted for this life, 
as you are. Put all this together, and ſee what this ſecond 
argument contributes towards your further conviction, and 
* . , perſuaſion 


A 
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perſuaſion ' to holineſs of liſe. Have you received a ſupers 


natural principle fitting you for, and inclining you to holy 
actions, reſiſting and holding you back from ſin? Hath 
God alſo ſet before you ſuch eminent patterns to encourage 
and quicken you in your way? Doth the Spirit himſelf ſtand 
ready ſo many ways to aſſiſt and help you in all difficulties, 


and hath God hedged up the way of fin with the thorns of 
affliction to prevent your wandering, and yet will you turn 
aſide ? Will you offer violence to your own principles, and 


new nature? refuſe to follow ſuch leaders as have beaten 


the way before you? reſiſt or neglect the gracious aſſiſtances 


of the bleſſed Spirit, and venture upon ſin though God 


have hedged up your way with afflictions? O how can 
you do ſuch great wickedneſs, and fin againſt ſuch grace 


as this | 


Methinks, I need ſay nb more to convince you, how 
much you are concerned to keep the iſſues of life pure, none 
being ſo much obliged to it, or aſſiſted for it as you are. 
But when | remember that Joaſh loſt the compleat victory 
over the Syrians, becauſe he ſmote not his arrows often 


enough upon the ground. 2 Kings xiii. 18, I ſhall level 


one arrow more at this mark: for indeed that can 
never be enough preſt, which can never be enough practi- 


ſed. And therefore, 


3dly, It will yet further appear to be your high 
concernment to exalt holineſs in your converſations, becauſe 


of the manifold and great uſes which God hath to make 
of the viſible holineſs and purity of your Jives, both in this 
world and that to come. The uſes God puts the conver- 
ſation holineſs of his people to in this world are theſe 
among others. | 

Firſt, To win over ſouls to Chriſt, and bring them in 
love with religion. Practical holineſs is a very lovely, 
attractive, and obliging thing. If the heathens could call 
moral virtue verticordia, turn-heart from that obliging and 
winning power it exerciſes upon the hearts of men. If 
they could ſay of it, that were it vibe to human eyes, all 


men 
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men would adore it, and fall in love with it; how much 
rather may we ſay ſo of true holineſs made viſible in the 
lives of ſaints! This is the turn- heart indeed. It makes 
the ſouls of men to cling and cleave to the perſons in whom 
it is; as it is propheſied, of the Jews when they ſhall be 
called (which will be a time of great holineſs) In that day 
„ ten men out of all languages of the nations ſhall take 
hold of the ſkirt of him that is a Jew, ſaying, We will 
* go with you, for we have heard that God is with you.” 
Zach. viii. 23. So much of God as appears in men, ſo much 
drawing excellency there is in them. And this is the apoſtle's 
argument, that ye may have fellowſhip with us,” 1 John 
1. 3. Why, what is there in your fellowſhip to invite men 
to you? Truly our fellowſhip is with the Father, and 
« with his Son Chriſt Jeſus.” Who can chuſe but covet 
their company, that keep company every day with God ? 
Great is the efficacy of viſible holineſs to work upon the 
hearts of men; either as a con-cauſe, working in fellowſhip 
with the word, or as a ſingle inſtrument working folitarily 
without the word. 

Where God is pleaſed to afford the word unto men, 
there the practical holineſs of ſaints is of ſingular uſe to 
aſſiſt- and help it in its operation upon the hearts of men. 
When the lives of chriſtians ſenſibly exhibit that to the eyes 
of men, which the goſpel doth to their ears; when ſo we 


preach, and ſo ye believe and live, when we draw by our 
doctrines, and you draw with us by your examples; when 


we hold forth the word of life doctrinally, and you hold 
it forth practically; as Phil, 2. 16. Where is the heart 
that can ſtand before us? O when the plain and powerful 
goſpel pierces the ears of men, and at the ſame time the 
viſible holineſs of profeſſors ſhines fo ſull in their ſaces, that 
they muſt either put out their own eyes, or elſe be forced 
to acknowledge that God is in you of a truth; then it will 
work to purpoſe upon fouls. Then will Chriſt ſee of the | 
travail of his ſoul daily. 
Yea, 


; (m1 

Vea, if God deny the word to men, yet this practical 
| holineſs I am ſpeaking of may be to them an ordinance for 
converſion. This way fouls may be won to Chriſt with- 
out the word, as the apoſtle ſpeaks, 1 Pet, iii. 1. Though 
pulpits ſhould be filent, 'and viſion fail; yet if you would 
this way turn preachers, if your lives may but preach the 
reallity, excellency and ſweetneſs of Jeſus Chriſt and his 
ways; and if you would this way preach down the love of 
the world, and let men ſee what poor vanities theſe arez 
and preach up the neceſſity and beauty of holineſs; ſurely! 
you, even you might be honoured to bring many ſouls to 
Chriſt, to turn many to righteouſneſs, and cauſe many to 
| bleſs God on your behalf in the day of viſitation. This is 
the uſe God hath for the holineſs and purity of your lives; 
and doth not this engage you ſtrongly to it? What! not 
| when it may prove the means of eternal life to others? 
Surely if you have any bowels of mercy in you, you cannot! 
hide from others that whereby they may be ſaved. How can 
you inſtead of holding forth the word of life (which is 
your manifeſt duty) viſibly hold forth the works of death 
before men? Have you been beholding to others, and ſhall : 
none be beholding to you for help towards heaven? Dare 
you ſay let others ſhift as well as they can, find the way to 
heaven by themſelves if they can, they ſnhall have no benefit 
dy your light? If you be chriſtians, you are chriſtians of a 
different ſtamp, and ſpirit from all thoſe we fiad deſcribed in 
ſcripture. Should not you rather ſay as the lepers did, 
2 King. vii. 9. Do we well to hold our peace, whilſt others 
are periſhing ?- Shall the lips of miniiters and the lives o 
chriſtians. be both ſilenced together? ſhall poor ſinners. 
neither hear any thing ſrom us, nor ſee any thing from you, 
that may help them to Chriſt? The Lord have mercy then 
upon the poor world, and pity it, ſor its caſe is deſpe- 
rate. O put on as the elect of God, bowels of merey ! 
Hurt not by the looſeneſs of your converſations fo many 
ſouls; for your 3 OI are like a bag of 


poiſon 
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/ foifen put itito the ſpring, which ſupplies the whole &ty 
with water. 

- Secondly, Ancther uſe God hath for it is, to recover ak | 
ſalve the credit of religion, which by the apoſtaſies of 
hypoctites and ſcandalous falls of careleſs chriſtians is woun- 
ded and expoſed to contempt. Much reproach by this 
means is brought upon religion, and how ſha!lthat reproach 
be rolled away, but by your ſtrictneſs and purity? By this 
the world muſt be conviaced that all are not fo, Though 
ſome be a blot ro the name of Chriſt, yet others are his 
glory. The more others ſlur and diſgrace religion, the 
more God expects you to honour and adorn it. I remember 
Chryſoſtom brings in the perſecutors ſpeaking to two re- 
nowned martyrs aſter this manner, Why are you fo 
nice and ſcrupulous ? See you not that others of your rank 
and profeſſion have done theſe things?” To which they re- 
turned this brave anſwer, Have they done it? For that , 
very reaſon we will ſtand it out like men, and will never 
yield to it.“ There is an holy antiperiſtaſis in the zeal of a 
chriſtian, which makes it like fire burn moſt vehemently 
in the coldeſt weather. If men make void God's law, 
< therefore will David love his commandments above gold,“ 
Pfal. cxix. 127. If there be many Pendletons among pro- 
feſſors, who will betray Chriſt and his truth to ſave their 
fleſh; God will have ſome Sander's to repair that breach 
by their conſtancy and courage in appearing for them. 

Thirdly, God makes uſe of it for the encouragenient of 
his miniſters, who labour among you. And indeed it is of 
no ſmall uſe to refreſh their hearts, and ſtrengthen their | 
hands in their painful work. Now we live (ſaith the 
« apoſtle) if ye ſtand faſt in the Lord,” x Theſ. iii. 8. He 
ſpeaks as if their very life lay at the mercy of the people, 


becauſe ſo much of the joy and comfort of it is wrapt up in 


their regularity and ſtedfaſtneſs. God knows what an hard 
Province his poor miniſters have, and how many diſcou- 


ragements attend them in their wor. 
Chriſtians} 
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8 Chriſtians, you hear our caſe, you fee om work; now 4 

| little to cheer our ſpirits in the midſt of our hard and kily 
ling lahoufs, God ſends us to you for a little refreſhment} 
that by beholding your holy and, heavenly converſation, 
your Chearful obedience, and ſweet agreement in the Ways 
of God, we may be comforted over, all theſe troubles, 
2. Thei. . 3, 4. And. will. you wound And bil our deut 
too? O what a cut will this be! 

'F ourthly,, God, hath, further uſe for the holineſs of your 
lives; ; this ſerves, to daunt the hearts, and oyer-awe the con- 
ſciences of his and your enemies. And ſometimes it bath 
had a ſtrange influence and effect upon them. There is a, 
great deal of awful - majeſty, in holineſs, and; when it ſhines 
upon the conſcience, c of a wicked man, it im akes him ſtoop, 
and. do ; oþciſance,; to it; Which turns to a teſtimony for 
Chriſt and his ways before. the world. Thus Herod was 
ayer-awed. by the ſtrict and holy, life of John, he feared. 
him, knowing that he was a juſt man and a holy, and ob- 
| ſerved (or preſerved and ſaved) him. 9 

That bloody, tyrant, was convinced in his nen of. 
the worth and excellency of that ſervant: of God, and, was 
forced to reverence , him ſor his holineſs. Sa Dacius, 
Dan. vi. 14s 18, 19, 20.“ What conflicts bad he in 
himſelf about Daniel whom he had condemned, for 
condęemning lo holy and righteous a perſon? «Then. the 
6 + King went to his palace,, and paſſed the night in faſting - 
6, neither were inſtruments of muſic brought before Toy 
« and his ſleep went from him. He goes early in the 
« morning to the den, and crics with a lamentable voice, 
«0 Daniel, ſervant of the living God! “ How much is 
this for the hongur. of holineſs, that it conquers the very 
| perſecutors of it; and makes them ſtoop to the meaneſt ſer- 
vant of God! It is ſaid of Henry the ſecond of France, that. 
he was ſo daunted by the heavenly majeſty of a poor tay- 
lor that was burnt before him, that he went home. fad: and 
vowed that he would never be preſent, at the death of ſuch: ; 


men any more. When Valence the emperor came in 


ry to apprehend Ball, he ſaw ſuch wajeſty in his very 
E conntenane; 
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countenance,” that he teeled at the very ſight of bim; and 
had fallen backward to the ground, had not his. fervants 


ſtept in to ſupport nim. O holineſs, holinels, thou art a 


conqueror! ' So much as you ſhew of it in your livess ſo 


much you preſerve your intereſt in the conſciences of your 
enemies. Let down this, and they defpiſe you preſently. 


- Fifthly, and laſtly, God wil}. uſe the purity of your con- 


verſations to judge and convince the World in the great day. 
It is true, the world ſhall be judged by the geſpel, but your 


lives ſhall alſo be produced äs a commentary upon it, and 
God will not only ſhe them by the word how they ought | 


to have lived, but bring forth your lives and ways to top: 
vheir mouths, by ſhewing how others did Bye. And this T 
ſuppoſe is intended in that text, 1 Cor. vi. 2. Thie ſaints 
75 ſhall judge the world yea, We ball judge angels,” that 
3s, our examples are to condema their liyes and practices, 
as Noah, Heb. xi. 7. is ſaid to condemn the world by 
_ «building. the ark,“ (i: e.) his faith in the threatriing, and 
obedience to the command, condemned their ſapineneſs, in- 
fidelity, a diſobedience. They ſaw him every day about 
that work, diligently preparing for a deluge, and yet were 
not moved with the like fear that he was; this left them in- 
excuſeable. So when God ſill fay in that day to the 
careleſs world, did you not ſee the care and diligence, the 
holy zeal, watchfulneſs, and ſel{-tenial 6f my people, wh 
lived among you ? How many times have they been watch- 
ing and praying when you have been drinking of Neeping 2 
Was it not eaſy to reflect, when you faw their pains and 
diligence, haye not I a ſoul to look aſter as well as they, a 
heaven to win or loſe, as well as they? O how ſpeechiel 
and inexcuſeable will this render wicked men? yea, it hall 


not be only uſed to judge them, but angels alſo. How ma- 


ny ſhoeks of temptations haye poor ſaints ſtood, when a 
they fell without a tempter ? They ſtood not in their inte- 
grity, though created in ſuch excellent natures. How much 
then are you concerned on this very account alſo, to walk : 


exactly ? If not, inſtead of Judging _ yo ſhall 15 con- 
demned with ens ii 


And | 
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Ang thus you. ſee- what uſe your lives and actions ſhall be 
put to. And are theſe inconſiderable uſes ? Is the winning 
over fouls to God a ſmall matter? Is the preſetving the ho- 
nour and reputation of godlineſs a ſmall matter? Is the en- 
couraging the hearts, and ſtrengthening the hands of God's 
poor miniſters, amidſt their ſpending killing labours, a ſmall 
matter? Is the awing of the conſciences of Toon enemies, 
and judging them in the” lat ys" a light . Wich of 
theſe can you call ſo? | 
O chen, ſince you are bits obliged to bolinefs of life ; ; 
thus fingularly. aſſiſted for it; and fince there are ſuch great 
dependencies upon it, and uſes for it, both now and in the 
world to come, ſee that ye be holy in all manner of conver- 
ſation; ſce “ that às ye have received Chriſt Jeſus the 
„Lord, fo ye walk in him;“ always remembering, that 
for this-very end Chriſt hath redeemed or : delivered you 
„out of the hands of your enemies, that you might ſerve 
4 him without fear, in righreouſneſs and holineſs all the 
% days of your lives, Luke i. 74, 75. And to how little 
purpoſe will be all that I have preached, and you have heard 
of Chriſt, if it be not converted into N godlineſs 
This is the ſcope and 5817 of it all. to 
And now, reader, thoa art come to the laſt leaf of this 
tteatiſe of Chtiſt, it will be but a little while and thou ſhale 
come to the laſt page of the day of thy life, and thy laſt mo- 
ment in that day. Wo to thee, wo, and alas for ever, if 
knowledge of intereſt in this bleſſed Redeemer; be then to 
get! The world affords not à ſadder fight, than a poor 
Chriſtleſs ſoul, ſhivering upon the brink of eternity. To ſee 
the poor ſou}, that now begins to awake out of its long dream, 
at its entrance into the world of realities; to ſhiiak back into 
the body; and cry, O1 cannot, I pare Nr DE And then 
the tears run down: Lord, what will become of me! O 
what ſhall be my eternal lot !' This, I ſay, is as fad a ſight 
as the world affords. That this may not be thy caſe, refle& 
upon what thou haſt read. Judge myſelf in the light of 
truth, Obey the calls of the Spirit. Let not thy light and 
formal * oat upon the turface of cheſe truths; hke a2 
feather, 
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ſeather upon the water; but tl that tney may be deeply fed 
upon thy ſpirit by the Spirit of the Lord, turning them into 
NRfe and power upon thee ; and ſo animating the whole courſe 
and tenor of thy converſation by them, that it may pro- 
chaim to all that know thee, that thou art one who eſteem- 
eſt all to be but droſs, that thou mayſt win Chriſt. 

A gentlewoman of this nation, having ſpent the whole 


„ afternoon, and a great part of the evening at cards, in 


« much mirth and j-liitv, came home late at night, and 
© finding her Waiting-gentlevoman reading, ſhe looked 
over her ſhoulder upon the book, and faid, Poor melan- 
© choly * why doft thou fit here poring ſo long upon 
© thy book ? That night ſue could not ſleep, but lay ſighing 
© and vceping. Her tervant aſked her, once and agaib, 
« what ailed her? A: laſt ſhe burit out into tears, and ſaid, 
O it was one word that I caſt my eye upon in thy Ws 
© that troubics me; there I ſaw that word ETERNITY / 
c Hao happy- were if 1 were provided for ny by 
Sure e Tg us, „ feeing we look for ſuch things, 
« to be ditigent, that we may be found of him in peace.“ 
O let not that day come by lurprizal upon you. Remember, 
that as death leaves, fo judgment will find you. 1 
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Ju the Viefs, and ho rtly weill ben publiſh ed, à ſecond Edition, 
greatly enlarged and improved, 


A SPIRITUAL TRI ASURy ſor the Child er of God: 


Conſiſting of a Meditation for each Bay in the Year, upon 


152 Texts ot Scriptute. Humbly intended to eftablifi the 
aich, briomote, the Cogtort, and inſloence the N of the, 
Lell ers. of the Lamb. 4 William Maſen. With a Recom- 


mendatory Preface by the Rev. Hilla Rohan, A. M. Rector 
of St. Andrew by the Wardrobe, Rwy St. Zune, Blackfriars.< 
Printed for the Author, aud ivid by M. Lewis, No. I. Pater>; 
nefter-Row;z E. and C. Dilly, in the Panter; and J. Gu 
oppoſite Halten Carden, Helleru. Price bound 45. 


Also, by the fame Author, the ſecond Edition of the 
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CHRISTIAN COMMUNICA! Rn : or a ſuitable Companion 
he Lord's Supper. Contain og Nied:tations „pon every Part 

* 5 * * — . x 
of the Liturgy, \ hich is uſed b y The Church or England, at the 
Celebrition of Na Givine Ordinance, With a Recommendatory 
Preface by ths ſame Miniſter; and fold by the above Bookſcllers, 


